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| To the RIGHT HONOURABLE | 
JOHN Earl of SANDWICH, 


Viſcount HINCHINBROOK, Ge. 


My LORD, 


- 


No have a Letter addreſſed to your 
T Lordſhip publickly, is no new 
Thing to you. It is commonly a Vehicle 
of Abuſe on your public Conduct, or an In- 
ſult on you in a more impertinent Manner. 


It is ſometimes a Panegyric on your good 
B a Admi- 


(2 } 
Adminiſtration in your Department; but 
neither gf theſe Ends is the Motive that 
occaſions this Addreſs to you. Your Situa- 
tion is ſuch, that an Application in Print 
to you, will draw the Attention of the 
Public, eſpecially that Part of it that 
love to dive into muddy Streams. If I 
can attract the Notice of thoſe, who are 
rather inclined to their Cauſe, who boaſt 
themſelves to be in the Oppoſition to Go- 
vernment, and expect from this Addreſs 
to be gratified with Defamation, and Obloquy 
on you, my Intention is anſwered. For 
my Deſign is to point out to my Coun- 
trymen, who are not abandoned to the Sla- 
very of a perverſe Attachment to the Ene- 
mies of their Country, the Danger of 
their Adherence to their political Prin- 
ciples, if they can deſerve the Name of 
Principles. 1 
| Wells 
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Well- meaning Men are often deluded 
by a bold Aſſertion and confident Decla- 
mation. To win their good Opinion of 
the Meaſures generally taken by Admi- 
niſtration, and to perſuade them that the 
Engliſh are not an intirely ruined People, 
is my. preſent Ambition. To ſhew them 
alſo, that I write the Words of Truth, 
and Soberneſs, and that the preſent Oppo- 
ſition to the neceſſary Steps taken by his 
Majeſty's Servants, in the State, for the 
Safety and Honour of their Country, pro- 
ceeds from the moſt nefarious Profligacy of 
Sentiment, is the Plan on which I direct 
my Diſcourſe to you, 

To bring this Subject into ſome regular 
Order, I muſt beg Leave to conſider the State 
of gur Country at preſent, how it came 
into this State, and by what Means it may 
he extricated from it. 


B 2 We 
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Me are engaged in the arduous Taſk of 
ſuppreſſing an unnatural, unprovoked, and 
deſperate Rebellion in our Colonies, ex- 
poſed to the Attacks of two powerful 
Princes, in the Encouragement and Sup- 
port of it, and embarraſſed by every Art 
and Attempt, that domeſtic Malice, Fac- 
tion, and Wantonneſs of Malignance can 
invent. | 


What the Power and Reſources of the 
Rebels are, it is not difficult to ſee; what 
the Forces of our foreign Enemies are, 
it is not difficult alſo to obſerve; and not- 
withſtanding the Falſhoods, and Iniquity, 
and the deteſtable Adherence to a ruinous 


Syſtem, by our Malecontents, we may, 
without any great Pretenſions to the Gift of 
prophetical Knowledge, foretel, that among 
= | the Majority of the Nation, the Members of 
| this Society will be as odious as their Conduct 


5 deſerves. 
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deſerves. If theſe Matters are ſet in a pro- 
per Light, the well-meaning Part of the 
Nation, who, thro' an erroneous Judgment, 
pay an implicit Attention to theſe Workers of 
Iniquity, may form good Principles, and 
have Reſolution. to keep them. But be- 
fore I make any farther Progreſs in this 
Affair, it may be aſked, who am I, that 
thus ſet up myſelf to inſtruct my Coun- 
trymen. I anſwer, a plain, open-hearted 
Sailor, zealous for the Glory of my King 
and Country, and ambitious of ſheltering 
my Sentiments under your Lordſhip's 
Name; whom I revere as the moſt in- 
duſtrious and able Friend to both. | 


The preſent Situation of the Rebels is 
by no Means favourable to them: Their 
Money and Credit are gone: The Ty- 
ranny of the Congreſs has rendered that 
2 of rebellious Oppreſſors de- 

teſtable 
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teſtable to their Countrymen. Their 
Armies are neither well fed, cloathed, 
accoutred, commanded, armed, or paid. 
They are weary of, and harrafſed by 
their Engagements againſt the Mother 
Country, without Hope of Succeſs: and, 
if ſucceſsful, without Hope of Enjoyment 
of any Share of Liberty, under their low- 
bred Deſpots. Jealous and fearful of the 
Deſigns of their new Allies, the French, 
of a different Religion, and oppoſite Man- 
ners to them; remembering the late War, 
and the Aſſiſtance of the Mother-coun- 
try againſt them; dreading the Activity 
of Sir Henry Clinton, and thoſe under his 


Command; and under alarming Apprehen- 


fions, ever ſince the Time that the two 
Hes left their Stations in America. 


The Americans haye lately had the 


greateſt Part of their Shipping, to the 
Number 


— 


1 
Number of forty-five Sail, from thirty- 
two to fourteen Guns, deſtroyed or taken, 


by Sir George Collier, or themſelves, leſt 
they ſhould fall into his Hands. It is 
ſurprizing that they, in their diſtreſſed Condi- 
tion, can ſo far employ the Forces, and 
waſte the Treaſure of Government, in At- 
tendance on them. Every Campaign has 
fatigued, harraſſed, and wore out the brave 
veteran Troops. 


It ſeems ſomewhat unaccountable, that 
the French never ſent any conſiderable 
Body of Men to join the Inſurgents, 
unleſs it is, that they apprehend that 
there could be no Cordiality between Men 
of ſuch diſcordant Purſuits and Charac- 
ters, 


The Diſgrace of General Burgoyne's 
captived Troops, muſt be indelibly fixed 
in 
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in the Minds -of our Soldiers, and muſt be 
the moſt violent Incentive to Vengeance. 
sir Henry Clinton ſeems always doing 
ſomething, and endeavouring to make A- 
tonement for the ſcandalous Inattention 
of his Predeceflor in the chief Com- 
mand. | | 


It never has appeared, that the Colo- 
niſts have ſtood their Ground like regular 
Soldiers, or that their Officers have done 
any Thing more than take Advantage of 
our Blunders, and indeed, they have very 
judiciouſly done that, and very frequent 


Opportunities have been given them. A 
1 very abſurd Method of employing the fo- | 
reign Mercenaries, by the late Commander, F 
has afforded them great Opportunities, 4 
Indeed, the Germans never heartily enter- - 
* ed into the Cauſe of the War and the 
| Offers held out to them by the Coloniſts, f 
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made them prefer a Situation in a 
Land of promiſed Liberty, with Property 
annexed, to the Continuance of Slavery 
under their own mercenary Princes; whom 
I may properly call ſo, as they let out 
their Subject's Fleſh and Blood to Hire, 
The Coloniſts, notwithſtanding all the Er- 
rors on our Side, are ſtill in a very diſ- 
treſſed Situation, and cannot bring an 
Army into the Field, that can be depend 
ed on. Numbers of the loyal Americans 
are now in the Britiſh Pay; and many of 
the Rebels have deſerted to our Colours. 
The inſupportable Tyranny of the Lead- 
ers of Independency, have driven thoſe 
under their Power, into our Army for 


Protection. 


They find, that the old Game of the 
Puritans, after the Death of Charles the 
Firſt, is played over again. The ſame Prin- 

C 9 ciples 


1 
ciples have produced correſpondent Acts. 
Theſe Sons of Liberty engroſs it all to 
themſelves : that is, a Liberty of Oppreſ- 
ſion, of Robbery, of Domination over their 
Fellow-creatures. The Junction of the 
Spaniards with the French, muſt undoubt- 
edly ſupport the Spirits of the Members 
of the Congreſs. They muſt rejoice at the 
| apparent Diſtreſs of the Mother-country, 
having two ſuch powerful Kingdoms to 
contend with. Yet ſtill we have a Fleet 
and Army to attend our Coloniſts, excel- 


lently equipped, whilſt they are deſtitute 
of both. 


Indeed, the Rebellion ſeems to have 
continued fo long, not from the Mother- 
country's Inability to ſuppreſs it, ſo much 
as. from the Perſons employed to perform 
that Service, taking no true Method to 
accompliſh it, This ſeems to be confirm- 


8 
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ed, by the Neglect of ſending Succours to 
meet Mr. Burgoyne, when he came from 
the Northw-ard; the March to Philadel- 
phia, and the failing of the Fleet to Che- 
ſapeak- Bay; the loitering the Time away 
at Philadelphia; the Inactivity after the 
firſt Victory; after the Poſſeſſion of New- 
York, never attempting to ſtorm the 
Trenches of the Enemy; in ſhort, giving 
them every Opportunity to eſcape. For 
never were two Armies ſo unequally 
matched. On one Side was Poverty, Na- 
kedneſs, Want of Inclination, (for thoſe 
whom they called Tories, the Deſpots 
forced 'into the Service) Want of Diſci- 
pline, Officers, Arms, every Convenience, 
and alſo Inferiority of Numbers: On the 
other, exact Diſci pline,, every Convenience, 
experienced Officers, the moſt compleat 
Accoutrements, a moſt liberal - Proviſion, 
and, in ſhort, nothing wanting but a 

C 2 General 
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General | wilting to ſerve his Country. 
Yet this General is the Favourite of the 
Oppoſition ; i and, moſt probably, becauſe 
he has not intirely ruined their Aſſociates 
the Rebels; ſo that they may ſtill be 
troubleſome to the Mother M 


With cee to our old Enemies the 
French, they” have very great Armies, 
and a more powerful Fleet than they 
have had for fome Years; they Have 
been joined this laſt Summer by the Spa- 
niards ; © ſo that the combined Fleet 
conſiſted of ſæty- ſeven Sail of the Line, 
and vaſt Numbers of Veſſels of inferior 


| Degree. They came forward with the 


avowed Peſign of invading Great Britain, 
deſtroying Plymouth and Portſmouth, and 
conſequently” the Stores for the Britiſh 
Navy: If they had accompliſhed the De- 
ſtruction of theſe two Places, they might 
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EW 
have proceeded up the Medway and 
Thames, and deſtroyed all the Materials 
for a Fleet, up both thoſe Rivers. When 
they had finiſhed this, all our trading 
Ports might n underwenn the fame 
Fate. 


In July and Auguſt our F bs was 
hand. in the Atlantic beyond the Iſles 
of Scilly, for above three Weeks, by an 
eaſterly Wind: by which our Coaſts were 
left open to che Enemy. Our Forces in 
Great Britain, did not, in the Whole, ex- 
ceed fifty thouſand Men, including Mi- 
litia, new. raiſed Regiments and all, tho' 
they were on the Increaſe, by : a new AR of 
Parliament, enacted for that Purpoſe, and 


the patriotic Contributions of all Orders of 
Men. 
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Numbers of nee were prepares 
at different Ports in France; - to convey over 
. a vaſt 
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a vaſt Army to effect theſe grand Purpoſes.” 
The combined Fleet paraded up and down 
the Britiſh Channel on our open Shore, 
but never brought forward their Tranſ- 
ports for Invaſion; perhaps the Wind was 
againſt them; but they might, on ſuch an 
Emergency, have towed them over, but 
they had not defeated our Fleet to clear 
the Seas for them : Yet our Fleet was 
Wind-bound, and was as effeQually, for the 
Time, out of the Way, as if defeated. But 
the Wind was in their Favour, and they 
could eaſily have came to this Fleet. Nay, 
when they did ſome Time after come near 
it, in the latter End of ; Auguſt, and had 
the Advantage of the Wind the whole 
Day, and our Fleet did not exceed thirty- 
ſeven Sail of. the Line, and there were 
very few other Veſſels in Proportion, they 
never brought it to Action: And when 
Sir Charles Hardy, by Order of Govern- 
a ment, 
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ment, retreated the next Morning, they 
followed it as far as Plymouth; and thus 
ended the Bravado of the combined Armada; 
ſo that the whole Fruits of this pompous 
Junction was the Capture of the Ship Ar- 


dent, which, thro' a Miſtake, run into the 
combined Fleet. 


This laſt Approach of the Enemy on 
the Britiſh Coaſt, has taught the Engliſh 
what to think of the Threats of Invaſion. 
For if, when the Coaſts lie open, no ſuch 
Thing is attempted, will the Enemy dare 
to attempt it when it is defended by a 
well equipped Fleet! And I hope that 
your Lordſhip will in future provide that 
for your Country; tho' it is poſſible, but 
not probable, that it may again be ſo cir- 


cumſtanced as the F leet was laſt Summer, 


In the Weſt Indies we have had a 
drawn Battle under Mr. Byron : But the 


Enemy 


Lo] 
Enemy hath nothing to boaſt of there. To 
be ſure we have loſt ſome of our Iſlands ; and 
whenever our Fleet is ſuperior, we ſhall re- 
? take them, as we took them laſt War. 


No doubt the French will ſtrain every 
Nerve to effect a Superiority at Sea; and 


the Rebels: But yet our Trade, I truſt, 
YN will furniſh us with a greater Number; 


chants Ships are come ſafe Home this 
Seaſon. | 


At preſent our Fleet conſiſts, now at 
Spithead, of forty-ſeven Sail of the Line, 
and a great Number of them are firſt and 

| ſecond Rate Ships; I dare fay, ſuperior 
to any Thing that the French will of 
themſelves be able to bring againſt us 
next Vear; and 1 hope that a Junction 
with the Spaniards will be prevented, 

- But 
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great Reſources have they of Sailors from 


and, fortunately for us, moſt of our Mer- 
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But ſhould we be exceeded by Numbers, 
muſt we therefore be intimidated ? Let 


not the Commander in the Year 1778 
teach us ſuch a Doctrine; but let us take 
our Leſſon from. our former Commanders, 
ſach as Hawke and Hardy, whoſe . In- 
quiry was not, . How many are they ? but 
Where are they? The Spaniards threaten 
Gibraltar, but there 18 no Danger to be 


apprehended on that Account: * 


The W is well furniſhed with 
Proviſions; and the Moors may be induced 
to land an Army for the Diverſion of the 
Spaniards; 


But the greateſt: Patt of our national 
Miſery, is the enormous Debt that has 
long oppreſſed us, that increaſing Evil 
ever ſince the Time of old Glorious, our 
Deliverer at the Revolution. This is an 


Evil which muſt originally be attributed 


D to 
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; to the grand Rebellion 3 A Judgment, that 
this Nation has laboured under from that 
| Source : That Rebellion was conſummated 
| by the Murder of the Royal Martyr, and 
4 the Baniſhment of his Family, His Fa- 
mily being ſupported abroad, by Princes 
of the Roman Catholic Religion, Prince 
James, Duke of York, by the Splendor of 
that Church which affects Unĩverſality and 
Infallibility, was ſeduced into its Commu- 
nion; and, in conſequence of his Adhe- 
rence thereto, endeavoured, when he came 
to the Throne of theſe Realms, to overturn 
the Conſtitution in Church and State. 


Hence aroſe the Neceſſity of the Revo- 
lation, from which Period we may date the 
National Debt: For King William, for his 
own Security, made it the Intereſt of his 
new Subjects, to ſupport him on the Throne, 
by his Poſſeſſion of their Money, of which 

: he 
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he had the Loan, and which he expended - 
in the Cauſe of the Liberties of Europe, 
againſt the French King, and left the Na- 
tion anſwerable for it. And having given 
away the Patrimony of the Crown to his 
Favourites, he added a new Expence to the 
Nation, for his domeſtic Support ; which 
Expence has continually been augmented, 
as would the Crown Lands, if they had. 
not been given away, have been improved 
for the Benefit of the Crown, as other 
Eſtates have been, and would have ſupport- 
ed the Civil Liſt, | 


On this Foundation, future Miniſters of 


the Crown raiſed a large Superſtructure of 


Debts, at different Periods, on different 
Emergencies, which have increaſed the firſt 
to the preſent enormous Bulk, under which 
we at preſent groan. This Debt was great- 
ly ſwelled by a Syſtem of Corruption, in- 

= - - troduced 
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troduced for the End of gaining a a Mas 
jority of Votes in Parliament, preſerving 
the Balance of Power in Europe, and gra- 
tifying the particular Inclinations of the 
ſeveral Princes on the Throne. Sir Robert 
Walpole eſtabliſhed a perfect Model of it; 


by which Means a Miniſter might be ſure 


to inrich himſelf and his Creatures, if he 
choſe it. WD 9 | 


Sobſeguent Wars have greatly A ta 
che national Burden; and eſpecially that 


vigorous Excrtion in the laſt, by the late 


Earl of Chatham. The Spaniſh Govern- 
ment ſeems not to be very active againſt 
us, but what Efforts they may make next 


Summer 1s uncertain, 


The French will certainly uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavours to perſuade them to take an active 
Part in the War; but that is not the Bent 
of the Spaniſh N ation; nay, it is contrary 
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to their old Adage, « Peace with England, 
and War with all the World.“ To what 
Cauſe we may attribute our preſent Em- 
barraſſment with the Colonies, the French 
and Spaniards, it is eaſy to point out. 
It is owing immediately to the Clamours 
of the Oppoſition to the neceſſary Forms 
of Government, originally, and has been 
augmented by the Timidity and Supineneſs 
of the preſent oſtenſible Miniſter; and alſo 
the great Moderation too, in general a very 
amiable Quality, but miſapplied when ex- 
' tended to Rebellion and Faction, by whom 
Moderation is never uſed but in Name, 


To examine into the preſent Motives of 
our laudable Set of Patriots, we muſt go 
as high as the Reign of his late Majeſty. 
A Set of Men, who pretended great Zeal 
for the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the illuſtri- 
ous Houſe of Hanover, and profeſſed a moſt 


exceſſive 
* 
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by exceſſive Attachment to the Perſon of his 
late Majeſty, for ſome Years beſet the Pa- 
lace of the late King, humoured him in 
every Wiſh relative to his German Domi- 


nions and Connexions, and perſuaded him, 
that all who diſſented from them, in their 
political Proceedings, were diſaffected to 
him and his Family. 


By having been long in Place, by a pro- 
per Uſe of the public Treaſure for their 
Purpoſes, they had, for a great Space of 
Time, eſtabliſhed a conſtant Majority in both 
Houſes of Parliament, and having been 
long in the Poſſeſſion of Power, had obliged 
their Dependents, and kept all Places of 
Honour and Profit to themſelves, and their 
Partizans, Things continued in this State 
till the breaking out of the late War, when 
thoſe employed in the Government had ma- 
naged Matters in ſo abſurd a Manner, (to 


give 
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pive no worſe Term to it) and brought the 
Nation into ſuch Diſgrace, that they were 
obliged to make Room for the Miniſter of 
the People, as Mr. Pitt was then called ; and 
the King choſe to give the Direction of Af- 
fairs to him. 


It was wonderful at that Time, what a 
Diſcontent univerſally prevailed over the 
Nation, after the Loſs of Minorca ; what 
Addreſſes came up to the Throne; what 
Inſtructions to the Repreſentatives of ſeveral 
Communities; what Declarations of Senti- 
ments all over the Nation were preſented, 
How unlike thoſe factious Petitions, about 
the Time of the Tumult on the Middleſex 
Election! One was the real Voice of the 
People, the other the Noiſe and Madneſs 
of an inſolent Faction. One proceeded 
from a proper Senſe of their Country's Diſ- 
treſs and e. the other from a Miſ- 


chieyous 


(41 
chieyous Deſire of breeding Confuſion. Afa 
ter the Reins of Government were delivers 
ed to Mr. Pitt, ſtill, tho the old Junto gave 
Way to him in ſome Meaſure, yet they 
Were not diſpoſſeſſed of all Places of Power 
and Profit; ; they even ſeemed pleaſed with 
their new Aſſociate, who had reſcued them 
from their Perplexities; and faved them 
from the Extremity of popular Odium and 
Contempt, tho' ſome Time after; they gave 
Vent to their Complaints and Animoſities 
againſt this Idol of the People: Nay, they 
once prevailed fo far, as to procure the Re- 
moval of him and Mr. Legge. 


But Rill they © were 0 unpopular, that 
they were forced to get them to renew their 
Employments. again. There was one Thing 


Þ/ Mr. Pitt, which reconciled them. to him, 


viz, that he neyer troubled himſelf about 
the Places which their Friends held; ys 
that 


W. 
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that he could carry on the War with Spirit 
and Succeſs. By Degrees, the Glory of Con- 
queſt had ſwallowed up every other Conſide- 
ration, when the old King died, full of Years 
and Honour. - His preſent Majeſty aſcended 
the Throne moſt auſpiciouſly, and wiſhing 
to reign in the Hearts of his People, his 
native Countrymen was reſolved to reject 
that Littleneſs of Mind, of governing by a 
Faction, and invited all Perſons to his Court. 
| Thoſe, who had for fo long a Seaſon en- 
groſſed the Advantages of Employment un- 
der the Government, could not bear the 
Thought that any ſhould ſhare it with 
them, ,and preſently grew uneaſy about 
the new Syſtem of Management. 


Mr. Pitt was diſpleaſed, ſoon after this, 
that his Advice was not followed implicitly, 
and quitted his Poſt, alledging, that he would 
not be reſponſible for Meaſures, of which 
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he had not the abſolute Direction. But the 
national Buſineſs was carried on in a very 
able Manner without him; and a Peace 
more honourable, and more advantageous 


for this Nation, than that which he would 


have made ſome Time before if the French 


would have conſented to it, and the moſt 
beneficial that ever was procured for this 


Country, was eſtabliſhed. 


When this Buſineſs was finiſhed, Faction 
had now Leiſure to ſtir up all Engines of 


Miſchief. Preſently, Rumours were propa- 


gated, that no Regard was ſhewed to the 
old Friends of the Hanoverian Suceefſion ; 
that Tories were encouraged, admitted to 
Places at Court; that even Jacobites were re- 
ſpeed ; that the Scotch, under the Earl of 


| Bute, ruled every Thing; and that the King 


and the Earl of Bute would bring in the Preten- 
der. Senſeleſs as theſe Reports were, and 


- 


without. 
K 


. 


t 3 


without Foundation, they were believed by 
ſome. Unfortunately for this Country, the 
Scotch Earl, who is ſuppoſed to have commu- 
nicated ſuch liberal Sentiments to his Royal 
. Friend, retired from Office ſoon afterwards, 
1 and left him at that Seaſon, diſdaining to 
1 have any Share of the Government, in a Coun- 
try who had made ſo ungrateful a Return for 
his Care towards it. But in this he judged 
wrong: For the Country in general were 
"YN ſenſible, that they were greatly obliged to him; 
and it was the Faction only, and their Emiſ- 
faries, that belched forth that Torrent of 
Abuſe, which Fools ſwallowed, to throw out 
again at ſecond-hand. 


Soon after this, the late Mr. George Gren- 
ville, defirous that ſome Revenue ſhould be 
raiſed, whereby the national Load might be 
made the more eaſy, thought it but reaſon- 
able that the Inhabitants of America, for 
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whoſe Sake the Nation had incurred fo oreat 
Expence, ſhould contribute ſomething to- 
ward the public Account. Tho' it was not 
to be expected, that their Contributions 
ſhould be great, it certainly was but Juſtice - 


that they ſhould contribute ſomething and 


therefore ſome Method was to be deviſed 
for that Purpoſe, that they ſhould be on the 
Footing of other Subjects, who enjoyed with 
them the Advantages and Protection of 
Government. 


Ie confulted ſome Agents from America, 
what would be the beſt Method, and moſt 
agreeable to the Americans themſelves. But 


when any particular Mode was propoſed, 


there was always ſome Objection raiſed, 
and on preſſing the Matter Home, and 


coming to an Explanation, he was given to 


underſtand, that no Taxation at all was ad- 


miſſible by them. It ſeems, that ſome Per- 


ſons 


LL 7 


ſons in the Colonies have long had in Agi- 


tation the Scheme "of ſetting up for Inde- 
pendency ; but they ſeem to have broke out 
too ſoon for bringing their Scheme to take 
Effet. Nor is it to be believed, that they 
would have urged Matters on ſo far, had 
they not been flattered by the Oppoſition 
made to the Meaſures of Government con- 
cerning them; but they have aſcribed it to 


the wrong Caule, 


Mr. Grenville, however, was willing to 
make an Experiment, and the Stamp Act 
was brought into Parliament, which paſſed 
both Houſes with tolerable Eaſe : But in its 
being put into Execution, it raiſed great Diſ- 
turbance in the Colonies, and their Argu- 
ments, or rather Outcries againſt it, were 
echoed here, on this Side of the Atlantic, 
after ſome Time, by thoſe who had no Share 
in the Adminiſtration, and who wiſhed to 


have 


7 = 8 

have ſome, on the Removal of thoſe who 
had. That Set of Men, called the Rock- 
ingham Party, being the Perſons by ſome : - 
ſiniſter Fatality next in Power, the Matter in 
Diſpute was given up by the Repeal of the 
Act in Queſtion, tho' it was weakly enacted 
as a Declaration of the Power, that the Le- 
giſlature legally and conſtitutionally could 
raiſe Taxes in the Colonies. Here was the- 
firſt Invitation held out for Rebellion. 


The Colonies, or rather ſome turbulent 
Demagogues in the Colonies, began then to 
feel their Importance, and exert themſelves, 
Every one offended with the late Admini- 
ſtration joined them. The Rockingham 
Politicians being wiſely removed (as they. 
were the Dregs of the old Newcaſtle Ad- 
herents) from Adminiſtration, became futi- 
ous Advocates for the Immunities of the 


Coloniſts from Taxation, as not repreſented, 
| This 


LR 3 
This Figment was firſt broached by the late 
Earl of Chatham, at the Repeal of the ſaid 
obnoxious Act. 


It is to be remarked, that theſe Advocates 
of the Coloniſts Immunity, had paſſed the Act 
declarative of their Subjection to Taxation. 
But theſe pretended Whigs never bluſh at In- 
conſiſtencies. Encouragement on this Side of 
the Water, kept up the Spirits of the Patri- 
ots on the other Side of the Atlantic. 


Mr. Wilkes's Affair alſo, was always made 
Uſe of to further the Increaſe of Strife and 
Confuſion; ſo that every one, who had not 
what he thought due to his Merit from the 
Court, became an avowed Adherent of the 
Faction; and every Method was taken, that 
was thought would diſtreſs Adminiſtration. 
The Duke of G---on, who was the Miniſter 
of the Time to Appearance, ſoon gave Way to 
the popular Stream, and retired, to what Pur- 

pole 
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poſe we have fince ſeen; and how able ati 
Advocate Rebellion has found him, and his 
conſiſtent Flamen, there is no Occaſion to 
mention. 


Unfortunately, the Earl of Chatham, who 
notwithſtanding all his Inconſiſtencies, ſtill re- 
tained ſome Character, was a great Support 
to the American Cauſe. Statues were erect- 
ed to him in that Country; for his Speeches 
in the Houſe of Lords, in their Favour, 
raiſe their Spirits, and they began to think, 
that they had more Friends than they really 
had. For the Diſtreſs of the Miniſtry was 
the View of the Oppoſition, not the Defence 
of the Immunities of the Coloniſts. And 
their old Friend, the Earl of Chatham, be- 
fore his Death, made his laſt Speech againſt 
them, replete with the moſt ſpirited Strie- 
tures on their Conduct, when they declared 
for Independency. Government ſoon after 
8 began 


CW 3 

began to be more in earneſt, and ſome ob- 
noxious Acts were | paſſed ; as, on the other 
Hand, the Coloniſts were ſtrenuoufly ſup« 
ported by the Party here at Home. 


It is worth remarking, how ſoon the Ma- 
nagers of Tumult abroad, at different Times 
ſpoke different Sentiments. At one Time 
they were the moſt loyal, affectionate, diſ- 
treſſed, oppreſſed People; had fo filial a Re- 
gard for the Mother-country ; were willing- 
to grant any Thing towards her Support, tho' 
it muſt bein their own Way, as they were the 
beſt acquainted with the moſt eaſy Methods 
of raiſing the Supplies; they only begged 
for Life'and Liberty, and to live under the 
Protection of the Parent-ſtate, according to 
the Charters ' granted to them. But ſoon 
their Note was/changed ;---the'Britiſh Legiſ- 
lature were Tyrants: As there was no Share 
allowed them in the Legiſlature, therefore 
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Taxation was an intolerable Grievance and 
Uſurpation : That the Defence of the com- 
mon Rights of Mankind had driven them to 
declare their Country independent of any 
foreign Power : And that Great Britain, by 
her Violation of her Charters, and every Prin- 
ciple of Juſtice, had forfeited all Connexion 


with her, 


| 1 moſt ſophiſtical, falſe, and inſolent 
Manifeſto was publiſhed by them, which 
was, indeed, an Affront to the good Senſe 
and Reaſon of all Mankind; but it was 
Goſpel with the Faction on this Side of the 
Water, tho' irrefragably confuted by a very 
able Hand, and indeed it hardly deſerved ſo 
able an Opponent: The only Anſwer to 
ſach Audaciouſneſs, is the Point of the 
Sword, or the Executioner. When Govern- 
ment began to meditate Coercion, they 


thought of it not to the Parpoſe. Out of 


an 


= 


\F 
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an ill-timed Lenity, they encouraged them 
to miſtake Tenderneſs for Pufillanimity ; and 
from the Time of General Gage's firſt Exer- 
tion, *till his Removal, there ſeemed to be 
nothing done effectually, at the firſt Inſtance, 
at Home. | 


The Perſon who ſucceeded him, tho arm 


ed with different Inſtructions, ſeemed reſolv- 


cd, as well as his Brother, to do nothing as far 
as he could avoid acting oftenſively ; and pret- 
ty clear Proof has been brought of this, 
The Party in both Houſes of Parliament, 
by encouraging the Rebellion, and dwelling on 
our Weakneſs and ill Succeſs, and the Readi- 
neſs of France to join the Rebels, actually 
have invited her into the War, and would, 
if poſſible, have brought on an Invaſion in 
this Country laſt Summer, if the French 
had had Spirit enough to accept the Invita- 
tion. When Mancheſter and Liverpool loy- 

* 2 ally 
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ally opened their Purſes, and offered their 
Services to Government, which were accept- 
ed, and two Regiments were raiſed by them 
for the public Service, the Legality of the 
Thing was queſtioned by the Patriots; they 
odiouſly, ungratefully, and invidiouſly raked 
up the Crimes of ſome miſled and infatuated 
Inhabitants of Mancheſter, of above thirty 
Years ſince elapſed, and took it for granted, 
that the Mancheſter and Liverpool Inhabi- 
tants were formerly diſaffected to Govern- 
ment, | | | 


The Man who had once the Direction of 
the ſupreme Court of Law in this Kingdom, 
degraded himſelf to the Meanneſs of throw- 
ing this Reflection on theſe ſpirited Seats of 
the Commerce of this Kingdom. The Im- 
potence of their Cauſe, appeared from their 
leaving the Queſtion to have Recourſe to ſuch 
illiberal and wanton Scurrillities. In ſhort, every 


5 Thing 


3p 1 
Thing that did not tend to diſtreſs Governy 
ment, was to them improper, as they wiſhed 
to fiſh in troubled Waters. A diſappointed 
Faction, an irreſolute Miniſter, an ill- timed 
Moderation towards Rebels, a ſtrange Sort of 
Commiſſion to treat with ſuch Rebels, and 
other Pieces of Abſurdity, ſeem to have 
brought this Nation into her preſent Condi- 
tion. Nothing could more probably add 
Inſolence to the Factors of Rebellion and 


Oppreſſion, than the ſending out the Com- 


miſſioners to treat with them, and propoſe 


the giving up the Thing about which the 
Contention originally began. 


It was a very ſtrong Intimation, crying 
peccavi, or at leaſt ſaying, I am not able to 
enforce my Authority; pray do not quite 
reject the Mother- country, but let her have 
the Honour to call you her Colonies, which 


ſhall be no Expence to you. Your Lord- 


p ſhip, 


1 

ſhip, to your Honour be it ſpoken, gave not 
into theſe abject, degrading Meaſures ; you 
declared for the Principles on which Govern- 
ment ſet out, which, if they had been en- 
forced with Spirit and Energy, would have 
preſerved this Nation from its preſent Di- 
lemma. Had you had the chief Direction 
of Affairs, Rebellion had long ſince been 
cruſhed, and no foreign Power would have 
dared to have ſhewn its hoſtile Intentions 
againſt that State, which could ſo ſoon reduce 
ungovernable. Subjects to a due Knowledge of 
what was a proper Reſpect to the Mothers 
country, 


Had General Gage, at the firſt Com- 
mencement of Hoſtilities at Lexington, pro= 
ceeded ſharply, and ated as againſt open 
Enemies directly, there would have been an 
End of the Conteſt. But the real State of 
the Caſe ſeems to be, that the Miniſter was 
afraid 
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afraid of the Complaints and Condemnation 
of the Factions; that they would accuſe him 
of Raſhneſs, Cruelty, and Oppreſſion; never 
conſidering that they would (as they have 
done) blame him for Want of Spirit, his 
waſting the Treaſures of the Country in ſuf- 
fering the Rebellion to proceed ſo far, if he 
was reſolved to treat the Perſons concerned 
in it as Rebels; and that to ſecure himſelf 
from an imaginary Cenſure, he neglected the 
Cauſe of his Country, when active Meaſures 
were requiſite. He ſuffered the Americans 
to proceed fo far, that they now openly avow 
their Principles, which at firſt they dared 
not ; and he has not only a few Inſurgents, 
but a whole deluded Multitude, from vari- 
ous Countries, abetted by the Power of two 
great Monarchies, to contend with. But, 
tho' he has ſo far done Wrong thro' an Er- 
ror in Judgment, that is no Reaſon why, 
when he is acting with Spirit now for his 

| Country, 
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Country, he ſhould be impeded or diſtreſſed 
in his Opetations; or why he ſhould give 
Way to thoſe, who openly profeſs themſelves 
againſt their Country, that they ſhould have 
the Direction of Affairs: For it is much 
eaſier to breed Confuſion, than to eſtabliſh 
a regular Mode of Adminiſtration, 


Anarchy and Diſorder ſeem to have been 
ſo much their Aim, that any Regularity muſt 
be irkſome to them; and we may add alſo, 
the Expedition to Sea in July 1778, as a far- 
ther Encouragement to our Enemies, and 
eſpecially the riotous and ſilly Behaviour of 
the Patriots, in conſequence of it, have given 
great Hopes to our Enemies on the other Side 
of the Water. It is amazing to think what 
Faith the French pretend to have in the 
Dictums of our Demagogues, and how they 
cajole, with theſe Aſſertions, their people. It 

keeps up their Spirits, and makes them 
; chearfully 
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chearfully ſubmit to the Inconveniences of 
the War, in Hopes of advancing the Glory of 
the Grand Monarch, in reducing the Power 
of their once triumphant and overbearing 
Rival. Every Embarraſſment that could be 
invented, to obſtru the Endeavours of Mi- 
niſtry for the Defence of this Country laſt 
Summer, was thrown in their Way, 


I ſuppoſe, that in the opening of the Seſ- 
fion, the Faction will ſing again to their old 
Tune, and exult on the Diſadvantage that 
the Public may be ſubject to. As we have 
conſidered how we, as a Nation, came into 
the Situation in which we are unhappily 
placed, the Methods of extricating ourſelves 
ſeem, by the divine Aſſiſtance, very obvious. 
All Orders of Men, but the factious, and 
that moſt contemptible Part of them, the 
London Mazarine-blue Gown-men, have at- 
tended to them. Both Houſes of Parlia- 

Re ment 
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ment have ſhewed their Zeal and Affection 
to their King and Country; the Commons 
bave freely granted Supplies every Man's 
private Purſe has been open towards raiſing 
Men for the public Service; Gentlemen of 
all Ranks have offered themſelves for Service 


in ſome Way or other; the lower Sort of 
People have chearfully entered into our 


Fleets and Armies, and ſhewed them- 
ſelves ſuperior to Fear. Never was a Time, 
when a Prince was more beloved by the beſt 
Part of his People, than our moſt gracious 
Sovereign, or more deſervedly: For his 
Peoples Good and Honour, and his own, 
are one and the ſame Thing with him; and 
he has not an Enemy but who is, at the 
ſame Time, an Enemy to God and Good- 
neſs. 


Tt is to be hoped, that our Allies the 
Ruſſians, may, by next Summer, furnith us 


with 
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with a Fleet that may render us much ſupes 
rior to the Enemy; and it will be a very, 
good School to teach the Ruſſians our naval 
Diſcipline, which ſo politic a Princeſs as the 
Empreſs, moſt probably will make Uſe of. 
Not that there is any Reaſon for Deſpair, if 


we have not their Aſſiſtance : | Every Nerve, 


without doubt, will be ſtrained this Winter, 
to bring out a ſufficient Force againſt next 
Summer, as neither Materials nor Men are 
wanting for the Purpoſe. 


| Our Militia, in all Probability, will be 
doubled by next Summer; ſo that, if we 
had no Fleet, with other additional Forces, 
we ſhall be ſo prepared by Land, that we 
may laugh at Invaſion, whilſt the Faction 
ſhall howl, becauſe. they can ſee no Chance 
of the immediate Diſtreſs of their Country. 
To me it ſeems a proper Step to be taken, 
that every Mark of Ignominy, by all Men, 
'0 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be ſet on thoſe, who at this Time 
endeayour (as they inſolently boaſt) to clog 
the Wheels of Government; who are active 
in Oppoſition to neceſſary Meaſures ; that 
they ſhould not be ſuffered to hold the moſt 
trifling Places of Power or Honour; ; that 
they may be entirely ſeparated from thoſe, 
who are well affected; that if they have laid 
chemſelves open to the Laws, by any illicit 
and traiterous Correſpondence, that the At- 
torney General ſhould take them in Hand; 
that they may prepare for their own De- 
fence, inſtead of threatening Impeachments, 
eſpecially at this Seaſon,” as the Period of 
ſeptennial Elections is not very far diſtant, 
that they may be exhibited i in their proper 
Colours : Every Man in his private Capacity 
ſhould, with Spirit and Coolneſs, expoſe the 
Sophiſtry and Impudence of the Revilers of 
Government, thoſe althy Dreamers, h 
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ſpeak Evil of Dignities, who act the Part 
of the grand Accuſer; refute their bold A 
ſertions, and falſe Repreſentations; and ſuf- 
fer not Modeſty and good Senſe to be bore 
down by Audaciouſneſs and ſuperficial Af- 
fectation of Knowledge; but nothing will 
more conduce to the public Good, than 
that every one Study to Mind his own Bu- 
fineſs, and pay a. proper Obedience to the 
Laws of their Country, which will not only 
. enforce on them the Practice of a good Citi- 
zen, but a good Chriſtian ; and there cannot 
be found, in this reſpect, a better Pattern to 
follow, than him, who is, in this Country, 
Supreme in all Things, as well Spiritual as 
Temporal; whoſe Example, if religiouſly 
_ My followed,” would no doubt 


— == . 


ever Nation A! | toc Righteouſneſs exalt- | 
eth a Nation. And at this Time, let us re- 
member, that Moderation muſt be confined 

Negligence, 
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Negligence, an ill-timed Lenity Weakneſs 
and * A * Duty. 


- Tf you habe given boat, my tool, the 
trouble- to read 'this Letter, I fancy, that by 
this Time, you are glad that you ſee an End 
of it; tho I am confident that you will aſ- 
ſent to the Truth of whatever I have aſſerted, 
from your own' Knowledge in great Part; 
and I am confident alſo, that from your Ca- 
pacity, and Love to your Country, every 
Thing is expected from you in your Poſt, and 
by none more, than by | 


Your moſt humble Servant, 
| i A SAILOR. 
Spithead, Oct. 18, 1779. 


Since, in the Courſe of this Letter, Men- 
tion has been made of A— 1 KI, I 
cannot omit taking Notice of one Abſurdity, 


poſitively 


- 
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politively and impudently aſſerted by the 
Faction, viz. that Sir H P was 
ſent out by the Lords of the Admiralty, on 
Purpoſe to impede the Good of the Service, 
in the Ruin of A—1 K—— 1's fair Cha- 
racter: Let us impartially conſider the cui 
bono in this Caſe. What Advantage or 
Honour could accrue to their Lordſhips, by 
the Ruin of the A—l's Character? and 


how dearly would it be bought by diſtreſſing 


the Service, even if the Ruin of it could be 
of any Advantage or Honour to them? May 
not we rather ſay, that the perplexing 
and impeding the Service, and throwing the 


Odium of it on the Lords of the Admiralty, 


would anſwer the Ends of the Faction? 
That it would be conſiſtent with their general 
Tenour of Conduct? The Lords of the Ad- 
miralty muſt neceſſarily wiſh, for their own 
Credit, the Succeſs of the Operations of the 
Fleet, as their Credit muſt depend upon it, 
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in the edmmon Eſtimation, whether it be 
commanded by K——, P-—, or any Offi- 
cer. The tarniſhing the Character of Mr. 
K could be no Object to them: He 
was not of ſuch Conſequence. But the throw - 


ing the Blame, and properly fixing it on the 
Admiralty, that the Fleet did not perform 
what the Nation expected of it, would be 
conſiſtent with the Manceuvres of the Gen- 
tlemen aſſociated in Oppoſition, as-it would 
advance the Purpoſe of doing Miſchief. This 
was amply verified by their Behaviour, on 
and after the Trial of the A 


„ and more 


particularly by the Inſinuation in the News- 


paper, that firſt occaſioned the Diſagreement 
between the A and Sir 1 P—— ta 
be made public. 

Perhaps this Return of the Fleet, after the 
Expedition, is the firſt Inſtance, for many 


Years, in this Kingdom, where a ſuperior 
Fleet 
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Fleet returned from the Enemy re infectd; 
and where the Behaviour of an Officer in 
Action was diſapproved of, and he, if poſſi- 
ble, was not ſuſpended, and others appointed 
to perform what he neglected. But with 
the Faction, the Loſs of a Victory would 
not be dearly bought by the Removal of the 


preſent Servants of his Majeſty, in their ſeve- 


ral Departments, 


P 


* 
„ „ * * 


Sir H 


ceſs of the Expedition, and, when the two 


Fleets met, did exert himſelf as much (if not 1 þ 


more than) as any Officer in the Fleet, while 
he could, and becauſe he did not immediately 
perform an Impoſſibility, he was never after- 
wards ordered to act at all againſt the Enemy ; 
and nothing more againſt the Enemy was 
attempted that Day. It would not on the 
Whole, be reckoned much from the Pur- 

TT H poſe, 


was engaged by every 
Motive to exert all his Abilities, for the Suc- 
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joſe, if that Expedition was called, not att 
Expedition againſt the Enemy, but the Lords 

of the Admiralty, a8 it was managed then, 
and in its concomitant Cireumſtances: Portf- 
mouth, the French Coaſt, and Greenwich / 
Hoſpitdl, were equally Subjects and Places for 
the Difplay of the Talents of the Managers 
and Orators of the League and Covenant 
againſt their Country. With the thinking 
Part of the Nation, they have got equal 
Credit for each. May they, in this Reſpect, 
reſemble the Bees, who, after that they once 


darted out their Stings into an Enemy, never / 
e! Power to bury; ther again, Animas | n 


